MISSION STATEMENT
Stonewall Democrats of Dallas is an
organization of politically active individuals
working for the lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender community in Dallas County,
surrounding areas and the state of Texas.
HISTORY
Stonewall Democrats of Dallas was conceived
in October 1996 by local activists Christy Kinsler
and Gary Fitzsimmons. They gathered a small
group of receptive people including Michael
Milliken, Bill Fry, Sunny Erwin, and Al Daniels
who met in Michael Milliken’s living room to
form the organization.
Stonewall Democrats of Dallas has flourished
and grown tremendously since its inception.
Membership now includes hundreds of
committed community members and leaders,
including several former and current elected
officials. We are currently the single largest
Democratic “club” in Dallas County and the
third-largest chapter of Stonewall Democrats
in the United States.

Christy Kinsler

Gary Fitzsimmons
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BOARD POSITIONS
Officers are elected by the Membership for
a 1-year term. Officer Elections are held each
year at the November meeting for the following
calendar year. Serving as a Board Member is an
excellent way to plug into the community and
develop strengths. See video of past presidents
and founders here.
For a list of current board members and their
contact information, click here.
Our bylaws describe the responsibilities and
duties of each position.

Elected Officer Positions
President

Vice President

Secretary

Treasurer

Committee Chair Positions
Membership

Meetings

Communications/Media

Volunteers

Legislative Affairs

Endorsements/
Political Affairs

Fundraising

Voter Registration
& Engagement

Audit
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COMMITTEES
SDD Members are encouraged to engage with
a committee aligned with their interests to best
support the organization’s efforts and goals.

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

The Membership Committee works to recruit
new members to SDD through community
outreach and review membership applicants.
The committee also works to welcome new
members, and engage them in the work of SDD.
The committee checks members in during
in-person meetings and confirms membership
prior to any member-only voting opportunity.
ENDORSEMENTS COMMITTEE

The endorsement of SDD is a powerful force
in local politics. The Endorsement Committee
is tasked with putting together the candidate
questionnaires, reviewing responses, conducting
candidate interviews, and proposing candidate
endorsements to the greater membership.
LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE

The Legislative Committee is charged with
developing SDD’s federal, state, and local
legislative focus and makes recommendations
on legislation members should advocate
for or against.
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COMMITTEES, CONT.

VOTER REGISTRATION COMMITTEE

The Voter Registration Committee consists
of Volunteer Deputy Registrars who are
appointed by the county to assist people
with their voter registration application.
The committee also plans various voter
registration events and efforts.
COMMUNICATIONS/MEDIA COMMITTEE

The Communication Committee works to
manage SDD’s external communications,
including the website, social media, and press
releases. Members of this committee support
writing, graphic creation, photography/
videography, and social media monitoring,
among other communication activities.
FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE

The Fundraising Committee
is tasked with raising the
funds the organization
needs to execute its
goals. The committee
plans fundraising
events and campaigns
throughout the year.
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COMMITTEES, CONT.

AUDIT COMMITTEE

Members of the Audit Committee periodically
review organizational spending to ensure SDD
remains in good financial standing.
MEETINGS COMMITTEE

The Meetings Comittee eviews how
SDD meetings are conducted in a virtual
environment and make recommendations
to improve the experience. Additionally,
makes recommendations to the President
and Executive Board for a return to in-person
and/or hybrid meetings and events.
VOLUNTEERS COMMITTEE

The Volunteers Comittee recruits and coordinates
members to support calls to action and
campaign activities, and assist with conducting
the operations of the organization.
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OTHER WAYS TO GET INVOLVED
In addition to connecting with
a specific committee’s work,
members are also encouraged to:
• Follow SDD on social media
HERE and join the SDD
Facebook group HERE
• Invite friends and family to become
members of SDD HERE
• Become a Volunteer Deputy Registrar to help
assist individuals with their voter registration
application HERE
• Become a Precinct Chair if there is an
opening in your precinct HERE
• Donate to SDD, HERE purchase items
from the store, HERE and attend SDD
fundraising events
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ENDORSEMENTS AND
CANDIDATE SCREENINGS
During the endorsement screening process,
Stonewall Democrats of Dallas strives to
identify candidates who believe in equality,
justice, and fairness for LGBTQ+ people. We
screen candidates before local, state, and
federal elections.
The Endorsement Committee plans and executes
the candidate screening process. The Political
Affairs Director presides as chair of committee
meetings, endorsement screenings, and ultimately
presents the recommended endorsement slate to
the general membership for ratification.
Upon endorsement of candidates, we publicize
the endorsement to our membership and the
LGBTQ+ community via a media campaign often
including newspaper advertisements, newsletter
articles, website postings, press releases, voter
registration, education booths, special event
mixers, and Get Out The Vote (GOTV) events.
Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, events often
requiring people to gather in person will be
evaluated and executed based on guidance from
medical, science, and government officials to
adhere to health and safety standards.
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READY TO BECOME A MEMBER,
OR NEED TO RENEW
YOUR MEMBERSHIP?
CLICK HERE

